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From The Cantor’s Desk…

Cantor Michal
Dear Friends,
A contemporary rabbi has compared the present situation in America to ocean waves relentlessly beating
upon the shore. Just when one wave has receded, another comes along, stronger - more powerful - and harder to
resist the pull back into the vast expanse of ocean. Certainly our lives have felt like that the past few months.
In December, our world was struck by the appearance of the Covid-19 virus and our lives were drastically
changed. Sheltering in place, wearing masks everywhere we go, and washing our hands often. Even more importantly, some of us loosing our jobs. Having to pay our bills partially with credit cards, “robbing Peter to pay Paul,”
having to carefully weigh what we spend for food, not being able to pay our June rent at all. Being afraid for us and
our loved ones. Being afraid and alone and depressed.
Just when restrictions were beginning to lift and our region moved to green, our nation was rocked by the
protests and rioting over the killing of George Floyd, a black American in police custody - protests that are still going
on over a month later. This ocean wave has shown no sign of letting up, nor should it - nor should it.
As Jews, we need to pay attention to the reason behind these riots -and care, for so many reasons. First
and foremost are the teachings that literally jump out at us from the Torah. The number of times these teachings
appear in our Holy literature is a pretty strong indication that G-d wants us to internalize them - to truly ‘get’ these
teachings. Succinctly, they are: we are to care for the stranger in our midst for we were strangers in the land of
Egypt; we are not free until the whole world is free; and, each and every human being is created in the image of Gd. Rabbinic commentary teaches us that we all are descended from a single pair of ancestors so that one person
cannot say to the other, “My ancestor was greater than your ancestor.” Somewhere in the past week I read an article in which the writer pointed out that there was one Adam - not a white Adam and a black Adam and a red, yellow,
brown, or purple Adam. We are all Adam and Eve’s descendants despite the current amount of melanin in our
skins.
I think the killing of George Floyd is especially egregious because of all the videos that captured it and were
posted on social media. We could hear him gasping for breath and calling out for his mother, we could see the bystanders trying to get involved and advocate for him and be harshly disregarded by the four policemen in the
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From The Cantor’s Desk…

Cantor Michal
Continued
altercation. I hope you watched this, even tough it was painful to watch. It is the clearest example of racial profiling
of African Americans by white police officers that I have seen - you literally can count the minutes and seconds and
see a man’s life snuffed out. You should watch it and it should bother you.
I know that much of the attention has turned to the rioting and looting that has sometimes broken out, and it
has been bad in areas. However, it is increasingly coming out that the perpetrators - at least at the start - are young
white males who have come in with the purpose of sowing racial divide.
I saw this myself, when I took part in an Ecumenical Prayer and Peaceful Conference and March for clergy.
Attendees were clergy of every faith and color, and I would say that two/thirds of Pittsburgh rabbis and cantors were
present. After an hour of speeches, we marched down to the City and County Building, protected by the police, and
us thanking them as we went by. The only disruption came from a white man, yelling at a police officer and at us, accusing us from being from out of town. I found myself on the verge of engaging with him, but restrained myself. I later found out he was the only person arrested during our peaceful, meaningful event.
Harking back to the gathering part of this protest, I wish you could have heard the impassioned speeches that
came from the hearts of these black Americans, who, every day are reminded in so many ways of the color of their
skin, and are treated as “less than” because of it. Many are afraid for their lives or the lives of their loved ones every
single day that they leave their houses. A black pastor who has young children shared his thought processes before
going outside of his house. “It’s hard for me to exercise; if I go outside by myself and I’m walking for exercise, people
wonder why I’m in their neighborhood; if I run, they wonder what crime I’m running from.” Then I think, “Well, what if I
take one of my kids and I’m pushing a stroller - maybe I’ll be safer, but will my baby be in danger?” You know, it’s not
that long since we Jews were treated with the same suspicions when we ventured out of the ghetto or the shtetl.
Of course, I could go on and on, but I won’t. What I want to impress on you is that I should care, and you
should care, about what is happening and has happened to our black American neighbors and will continue to happen unless we, the white community, starts to care now. How do we care? How do we go about this? Maybe our
circles don’t include anyone of color. I’m not sure, either, but some of us at B’nai have taken a first step to educate
ourselves about the black experience. We recently watched a movie that everyone is talking about, “Just Mercy.” We
followed it by a discussion on Zoom. Next up was a documentary, “13th,” which won many awards and even had a
Rotten Tomatoes” rating of 97%. Hopefully, we’ll want to continue the discussions - watching movies, reading books,
and perhaps engaging speakers.
As the country opens up, and we begin to open our doors and lives, let’s also move to open our hearts to our
neighbors of color, and really try understand their points of view and experiences, as much as it is in our power to do
so. Cain y’hi ratzon - may it be so.
My very best,
Cantor Michal
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A Few Words From Our President, Eric Levin...

Friends,
These are trying 0mes for us all, and during 0mes like these, it’s never
more paramount that we come together as a community. While we may
s0ll have to isolate or keep our social distance so as not to infect others
with the Covid 19 virus, that does not mean we s0ll can not come together. Cantor Michal, our fearless leader s0ll makes it possible to have
our Friday night service, via Zoom. And hopefully, we will be coming together to celebrate (Aunt) Shirley Grossman’s Bat-Mitzvah in a socially
distancing back yard service. While it has been great seeing many of you
on the Zoom, it is my hope and prayer that this 0me of social distancing
will soon end and we can once again come together to worship and be
with another in person, and not to forget, enjoy Aunt Shirley’s baked
goods at our weekly onegs. In the mean0me, stay safe and healthy, my
friends. Michelle, Marni, Jordan, Kayla, and myself send all our love and
our prayers for all of us that we con0nue to stay healthy and safe. Stay
strong friends and with G-d’s help, I will be seeing all of you soon in Shul.
My Best
Eric.
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Our Religious School Director:
Roberta Gallagher
Thanks for the memories!
I'm not good at goodbyes ~ I sob, my nose runs, it's just not a pretty sight. And that's just on Fridays saying
goodbye to my elementary school students that I won't see for 2 days! Can you imagine how I am feeling now
having to say goodbye to my Religious School students This pandemic has stolen precious time with "my boys"
that I will never get back.
So, instead of sitting and sobbing, I want to say "Thanks for the memories" and stroll down memory lane for a
bit.
My first vivid memory is of a student, Harry Greenberger, maybe age 7 or 8, sitting around the table listening to
his classmates read. His book is in his hand and, I assumed, he was following along. It came to Harry's turn to
read. Dead silence. I walked around the table and there was a comic book inside his history book! Typical Harry! Next is Itamar Ben Yehudah and Jayne Friedlander. It was a Pre-Confirmation class. Itamar would either
come in early or stay after class and we just talked.I loved that class ~ I think! My memory isn't so great and it
was at least 35 years ago. At one point, our numbers were so low that the board suggested that Idelle Rosenberg Brown and I send our children to Temple Ohav Shalom. We didn't and I'm so glad we stuck it out. Jason
and Erin Brown, Ethan Gallagher and Courtney Leventhal ~ what a group! You started the ball rolling again!
Then came the four little boys and hope for our future. Jared David, Ben Nadler, Nathan Shapiro and Ben Gallagher. Oh how I loved those boys! Crafts, music, Hebrew; things were running so smoothly until ....a girl came
into our class! Emily Best! Emily didn't want anything to do with learning and the boys didn't want anything to do
with Emily! Oh what a year that was!
Our school grew slowly, but surely. Some names that still bring smiles to my heart are, the Richfields, Jacob and
Jared, Alyssa Kazew, Alyssa Seybert, Elissa and Ross Abramowitz, Ben and Mollie Nadler, Emily and Zach
Best, Mariel Elzalaki, Jesse Binus, Sam Levy, Erik Bitter, Merrick, Ashley and Alex Harper, Mark Rudolph, Brel
Saiber, Jessica and Katie Riggs, Sam Campbell, Allie and Rachel Brent, Kelly Holmes, Caitlin Rothman and
Sarah Grabner. Ahh, Sarah Grabner! The whole school was sitting around tables in the hallway outside of the
classrooms for a Tu B'Shevat Seder. Walter Boninger, our Rabbi at the time, taught a class so Sarah didn't have
a lot of contact with him. As we began, I noticed Sarah's eyes fixated on Rabbi Boninger with his longer than
usual flowing white hair and bushy white beard. She slowly stood up, inched her way around the table, never
taking her eyes from Walter, then ran downstairs and cried. I don't remember if she thought he was Moses, G-d
or Santa, but the look on that tiny precious face is as vivid in my mind now as it was then!
We welcomed students from New Castle for a couple of years. The Solomans, the Marlins, the Samuels and
several others whose names escape me. What a great addition they and their parents were to our school.
Our students seemed to come in groups.One group would move on, and another one would magically appear to
take their place! So in comes Joey and Austin Meyers, Jordan and Marnie Levin, Allie and Rachel Brent, Bailey
Harper and Mimi and Bella Terman. What a fun and lively group they were! My classroom was filled with giraffes
of various sizes and styles, and one could always find Jordan curled up somewhere cuddling my large, round,
mushy giraffe ball! Bella Terman and Marnie Levin ~ I just have to chuckle here. Polar opposites that first year.
One never uttered a word, one never stopped; one never sat still, one never moved! Can you guess which one
did what! I don't think Bella said more that 5 words that year! It was wonderful watching these children bond with
each other and grow into life long friends. And just when I thought the end was near, a little curly haired boy
with the most adorable big eyes and an ear to ear grin walked into my classroom and stole my heart ~ Zach
Doerr! Unfortunately, I could not understand Zach at all for the first two years, but we muddled through! Following Zach were the Csonkas, Emily and Sarah, Zach's little brother Jonah, Ethan Binus, John Perelman and Josh
Miller. And so we continued to move on.
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Our Religious School Director:
Roberta Gallagher
Through all of the years, we built and decorated numerous Sukkahs, put on Chanukah and Purim plays, Purim
Canivals, Seders of all kinds, and baked our way through many delicious, and some not so delicious recipes!
Watching the students as they made paper chains for the Sukkahs, greggors and costumes for Purim, Seder
plates and kiddush cups, mezzuzahs and candlesticks are memories tattooed in heart.We visited shut ins, sang
holiday songs at Sunnyview and New Haven Court. But, for me, the most fun was the cooking. We made matzah,
matzah pizza, charosis, Challah(from Rhodes bread dough and from scratch!), kugels, bagels and Hamentashen.
Hundreds and hundreds of hamentashen have been shaped, baked and even burned in our kitchen! Our students
have raised money for many organizations, collected food for our food bank, supplies for the Humane Society
when they were flooded and packed bags full of essential items for Butler's homeless.Whenever and wherever a
need arose, our students, supported by their parents and our wonderful silent benefactor, Denny Offstein, always
stepped up to help. I couldn't be more proud of all the "Giraffes" who have passed through our school. I know they
have, and will, go on to do great things.
Our parents. Without your decision to raise Jewish children and your commitment to make sure they came each
week through all kinds of conditions, showed your children just how important their Jewish education was to
you.The time spent making costumes, cutting fruit, assisting in crafts and carnivals, rummage sales and bake
sales, building sukkahs and listening to Hebrew was, I'm sure, daunting at times. But, by example, you showed
your children how their heritage is such an important part of who they are.
Eliezar, Walter, Adrianne, Gary and Cantor Michal, your commitment to our youth has guided us through many
good times and sad times. NONE of what has been accomplished could have been possible without your many
hours, days and years of tireless devotion to us. We have gained so much from all of you.
To my two long time and constant supporters and my amazing teachers of everything Jewish ~ David Hoffman and
Ben Vincent. Without you two, not only would I have not made it this long, but neither would our Religious School.
David, your love of our religion and our students has been nothing short of astounding. Just think of all the lives
you have touched and guided through your more than 40 years of teaching our youth.I'm sure every student who
sat in your classroom remembers your slides of Israel and in more recent years, the Agent Emes tapes! A huge
thank you to Joan, Joshua and Sarah for being a vital part of our "family" as well. Ben. My teacher, my therapist,
my friend. What can I say because thank you is so inadequate.You stood beside me when I needed a friend, you
walked in front of me when I needed guidance, and you took my hand and help me up when I fell. Peace and love
dear friend.
I would be remiss if I ended it here. Without the guidance, love and support of my parents, Hy and Sylvia Hurwitz,
my husband Denny and my two sons, Ethan and Ben, I would never have started on this journey so long ago. I
stand on the shoulders of so many of you who have helped build and shape this synagogue and I want to thank all
of you from the bottom of my heart.
So I wish all of you Peace, Love and I think this is where I drop the mic,
Signing off one last time,
Roberta Gallagher
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Notes from the
Neshamah:
A Poetry Moment with Phil

Zoom Meeting for Mr. Goldberg
Early morning, the only two up,
me writing on the couch, Artie
coming down the stairs and looking
for his keys: I’m off to get some bagels,
and I want to come along,
he insisting I needn’t—
stay in, it’s cold, you’re writing,
why should you schlep?
I insisting I wanted to,
and it went on like this,
two old Jewish knockers—
but he was twenty years older—
this tug of war we do—
I want to go, no, stay, I’ll be right back,
like those ancient men
at the corner table
at Corky and Lenny’s Delicatessen,
kvetching all morning into the afternoon
because kibitzing is the way
they choose to spend
their remaining time on this earth.
And Artie was one of those—
he loved to lie on the couch
and watch his beloved Yankees
and, after Susan asked him to,
would refuse to remove his shoes
why should I? ---and so
we drove to Balthazar,
that Synagogue of Bakeries,
and he parked in front
of a no-parking sign—
and when I pointed it out:

Photograph by
Andrew Mantarro

let them arrest me!
If they’ve got nothing better to do!
and when we arrived back
at the house they were all up
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Notes from the
Neshamah:
A Poetry Moment with Phil

and hungry and Artie, laughing:
We did it! We got the bagels!
Who were we to each other,
Artie? is what I’d ask him—

You exhorted them to follow your Torah.
One should not leave you alone.
We said, in our broken words, our farewells.
Did you hear us?

I’m the schlemiel, he might say,
who dated your sister-in-law
after your brother died—
ten years already—and

And, at the last moment,
all of us in our little windows,
including you, Artie—we sang
The Lord is our God, the Lord is One.

there was such a warmth
--the word in Yiddish: heymish
“comfortable, familiar, cozy”—
in his presence I forgot

And we thanked the doctor and nurses. Each of us.

he wasn’t another brother—
yes! he said again: We did it!
Phil and I! We got the bagels!
On the ventilator for two weeks,
the call from Susan:
they’re taking him off--and a small window for each of us,
including Artie, on his hospital bed,
masked like an alien,
the rabbi reciting the blessing:
the confession before departing,
bringing atonement:
It should be recited with a clear mind.
Did you have a clear mind?
If a person cannot speak,
it may be said in their heart.
You said it in your heart.
It can be recited by both men and women.
You were a mensch.
On any day, even on the Shabbat.

Photograph by
Engin Akyurt

It was on any day, a Thursday.
If a person’s children are present—
Your children were present—
you should exhort them to follow the Torah.
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Todah Rabah
To The Following Congregants & Friends!
★ Roberta Gallagher and David Hoffman (A personal Todah Rabah From Cantor Michal).
Since my arrival at Congregation B’nai Abraham nine years ago, I have been
privileged to know and work with the two fabulous Religious School teachers to whom
you have entrusted your children for so many years. Of course I’m referring to Roberta
Gallagher and David Hoffman.
Remarkably, David has been teaching at our synagogue for 50 years, which must
be some kind of record! Not only that, but many of you will be surprised to learn that
David is not Jewish! His love for Israel was inspired by his father, who fought in WW II,
and saw the terrible crimes perpetrated against the Jewish people in Europe. David
went to Israel as a young man, and was in the first graduating class of a teacher’s
college there. David keeps his Hebrew fresh by reading an Israeli newspaper every day.
As you may or may not know, there are no vowels in these papers! He was early in
introducing computers into the classroom, some of them computers he had built himself.
A talented photographer, for years he has recorded our projects, holidays, and services.
Often attending our services, he has often brought his family to our events. David
intends to stay connected to the synagogue by continuing to photograph our events.
Roberta has served your congregation in many roles, always as a teacher, but
also as the Religious School Director. She also has taught your children for almost 40
years. No matter how early I arrived at the synagogue on Sunday, she was already
there, and had been for hours. She put untold hours into her lesson plans, which
shined with creativity. She has a heart for social justice, and always had plans for the
kids to engage in projects to help different groups in the outside community. Of note
were collecting portable food for the homeless of Butler, and new clothing for children at
Emily Britton Elementary School for the school nurse to dispense as needed.
Something Roberta said when interviewed for the history of the synagogue compiled in
the early 1980’s has always stuck with me (not being at the shul building and having
access to the history, I am paraphrasing from memory): “As long as there is a Jewish
child left in Butler, we will love and cherish him/her, teaching her/him our very rich
culture and heritage.”
Sadly, Roberta, that day has passed with the last scheduled Bar Mitzvah earlier
this month. However, I know you remain hopeful that the empty Religious School rooms
will only be silent for a few years, and we will be able once again to hear the laughter of
children’s voices and see the parents’ cars pulling up on Sunday mornings. Cain y’hi
ratzon - may it be so.
★ Cantor Michal for her continued dedication to the safety of our Shul by working
hard on more grant applications that will secure funding for future security
needs. You’re the Best!!!
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Our Heritage: Recollections from
B’nai Abraham’s early History
BUTLER JEWISH HISTORY
COMPLILED BY ALICE J. LEEDS
NINETEETH CENTURY: THE VANISHING GERMANS

Jews went west. The first Jews to arrive in Butler came as frontier settlers, probably
peddlers, certainly on the same westward wave of enthusiasm as other adventure seekers.
Rather than as communities, they came as individuals or families. By the mid-1800’s, though
individual Jews reached the west coast much earlier, Jews established actual congregations as far
west as San Francisco. Jews first appeared in Butler as early as 1829; however, records indicate
the first consciously organized Jewish activity at the turn of the century.
The pattern followed was that the Jews generally settled first in the cities, then gradually
spread to outlying areas. Jews came to Pittsburgh during the large German Jewish emigration of
1848. During the 1950’s, German Jews began to move from Pittsburgh into smaller towns in
western Pennsylvania. One early example: in1858, Mark Schneiderman, a cap dealer in
Pittsburgh, moved to Butler to join his in-laws, the Rosenthal’s in their store. Little more is known
about either family, though Dr. Max Nast, who was born in Butler in 1891, remembers.
When my family came to Butler they learned that a Schneiderman had married a Gentile
(Presbyterian),and at that time such a person was considered a shanda*. My uncle knew him by
sight, but I think he never became acquainted with him. From that family descended two Doctor
Purvis’s, prominent physicians in Butler.
The early settlers had no Jewish community. They tended to inter-marry and subsequently
were no longer heard from in context of Judaism. It takes guesswork to figure out who the early
Jews actually were. Generally, the first Jews came to small towns as peddlers, so much so that
eventually all peddlers became known as ”jew peddlers.” Those who found some measure of success settled down to the freedom and opened businesses of their own. They were drawn to the
freedom of life in America. Although these first Jews had certain religious, cultural, and educational aspirations, they were most characterized by their desire for economic opportunity.
For example, in 1867, the Zimmerman family opened Ritter and Ralston Dry Goods Store in
Butler. According to the Butler Eagle, it catered “to the carriage trade that the horses drew
across the unpaved thorofares.” In 1918, after ready-made clothing had become popular in
Butler, I. Max Jaffee opened The Leader, a women's clothing store. His son then purchased Ritter
and Ralston Dry Goods Store and converted it into The Style Center for women's clothing, The
Jaffee's developed a successful and well-known, modern department store which still bears their
name. I.M. Jaffee also became a key member of the Jewish community.
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Our Heritage Continued
The stories of some early Jewish inhabitants of Butler tell as much about early twentieth
century small towns as about Jewish life. Philip Nast, the father of Max S. Nast, came to Butler in 1890.
He opened a men’s clothing store on South Main Street with his brother-in-law Philip Schaul. Sara Nast
joined her husband the following year, the same year that Max was born in a wooden frame house on East
Clay Street (now East Brady St.) When Mrs. Nast first arrived, the streets of Butler were not paved. Dr.
Nast remembers his mother telling about her first trip to Butler.
The omnibus, which conveyed passengers from the railroad station to the Lowry House
at the northeast corner of the intersection of Main and Jefferson streets, became stuck in the mud in
the center of the street and a man picked her (Mrs. Nast) up bodily and carried her from the bus to
the wooden sidewalk in front of the hotel, where she stayed.
Such conditions indicate why Zimmerman’s carriage trade succeeded. Actually, we begin to note the fact
that Eastern European Jewish emigration to America at this time was a movement of families, more so than
any other ethnic group. If a young man did not arrive at his new home with his wife and children, he saw to
it that they joined him as soon he could afford to pay their travel expenses. Joseph Hurwitz, once
established in his brother’s scrap yard business, sent boat fare to Vilna for his wife-to-be, “girl of my
dreams.” Likewise, Jewish businesses were family businesses in which every member of the family was
involved. This family orientation set the tone for Jewish life in America.
Max Nast remembers the Butler of his youth as a small town. “There seemed always to be four or
five families there. He remembers Julius Kaufman of North McKean Street;Max and Leon Shloss, brothers
of Julius Kaufman; Adolph Steel of West Cunningham Street; the Rosenberg family at the corner of North
Washington and West Penn Streets; the Trexler or Traxler family who has a shop on West Main Street; and
Abe Cohn of Elm Street, who had a scrap metal business in a building behind his home. Two fo Abe
Cohn’s
sons, Louis and Harry, remained in Butler. Dr. Nast recalls,
….in later years, Abe Cohn often told me about how he traveled the dirt roads with horse and
wagon to get iron scrap, etc. from the oil wells (equipment) in the vicinity.
As opposed to heavy industrial labor that employed other western Pennsylvania immigrants at the
turn of the century, the scrap metal business, the grocery stores and the clothing shops were popular
among the Jews. Many of these small concerns grew to become lucrative businesses, promoting an
economic mobility other immigrant groups did not have. These Jews who gained modicums of wealth
became key supporters of the Jewish community’s ability to sustain itself religiously and socially. A few examples: In 1898, William Horwitz moved with his parents from Cleveland to Chicora, Pennsylvania and
opened the Pittsburgh General Store. The move was precipitated by William’s numerous bouts with
pneumonia and his doctor’s subsequent recommendation that the family move to the country. The store did
so well that they opened a second one northeast of town. Soon the family moved to Butler and established
Keystone Oil and Supply Company, one of the most successful businesses in Butler. The Horwitz family
has been a cornerstone of the B’nai Abraham Synagogue community. In 1900, Jake Friedman emigrated to
the United States from Austria-Hungary, and opened a meat market in Lyndora. By 1917 he was able to
enlarge to a grocery store on West Jefferson Street. Eventually, the family business grew into a three-store
chain of supermarkets, carried on by Jakes son, Harold. The Friedman family has also been prominent in
the development of the Jewish community of Butler.

(To Be Continued)
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As our Sunday School sadly comes to a close,
let us look back and enjoy all of the blessed memories
that have been provided by our esteemed
Hebrew School Principle, Roberta Gallagher
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Mark Your Calendars!
Notes:

JULY 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

28

29

30

1

2

3

Prophets
Text Study
Zoom
Meeting

Shabbat
Zoom
Service/Psalm
Text Study

8

9

5

12

19

26

6

Torah

Text Study

13
Torah Text
Study

20

Torah Text
Study

27
Torah Text
Study

7

Fri

Taste of
Talmud Class
Zoom
Meeting

Prophets
Text Study
Zoom
Meeting

15

Prophets
Text Study
Zoom
Meeting

21

22

Prophets
Text Study
Zoom
Meeting

28

29

Prophets
Text Study
Zoom
Meeting

14

Sat

4

10

11
Jul 8

17

24

25

Shabbat Zoom
Service/ Psalm
Text Study

30

“The Prophets
Text Study zoom
meeting 2-3
p.m.
Shabbat Zoom
Service 7p.m.
Psalm Zoom Text
Study 11a.m.12p.m.
Torah Text
Study Zoom
meeting: 56p.m
Taste of
Talmud Class
Zoom Meeting
7-8p.m.

18

Shabbat Zoom
Service/ Psalm
Text Study

23

Jul
03/10/17/24/31

Jul
6/13/20/27

Shabbat Zoom
Service/ Psalm
Text Study

16

Jul
02/09/16/23/30

31

1

Shabbat Zoom
Service/ Psalm
Text Study

Template © calendarlabs.com

Notes:

AUGUST 2020
Sun

26
2

Annual

Congregational
Zoom Meeting

9
16
23
30

Mon

27
3
Torah Text
Study

10
Torah Text
Study

17
Torah Text
Study

24
Torah Text
Study

31
Torah Text
Study

Tue

28

Wed

29

Thu

30
6

Fri

31
7

4

5

11

12

13

Taste of
Talmud
Zoom
Meeting

Prophets
Text Study
Zoom
Meeting

18

19

Prophets
Text Study
Zoom
Meeting

25

26

Prophets
Text Study
Zoom
Meeting

Shabbat Zoom
Service/Psalms

1

2

3

4

Prophets
Text Study
Zoom
Meeting

20
27

Sat

Shabbat Zoom
Service/ Psalm
Text

1
8
BatMitzvah of
Shirley
Grossman

14

Aug 2

Aug
3/10/17/24/31
Aug
6/13/20/27

Aug
7/14/21/28

15

Shabbat Zoom
Service/Psalms

Aug 8

21

22

Shabbat Zoom
Service/Psalms

28

29

Aug 12

Annual
Congregational
Zoom Meeting 11
a.m.
Torah Text Study
Zoom Meeting 56p.m.
The Prophets
Text Study
Zoom Meeting
2-3p.m.
Shabbat Zoom
Service
7p.m./Psalms
Text Study
Zoom Meeting
11a.m.-12p.m.
The BatMitzvah of
Shirley
Grossman: 10
a.m. in B’nai
Abraham
backyardoutdoor
service
Taste of
Talmud Zoom
Meeting 78p.m.

5
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Mark Your Calendars!
Notes:

SEPTEMBER 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

2

Prophets
Text Study
Zoom
Meeting

3
30

6

13

nd

20

2 Day of
Rosh
Hashanah

31
7
Torah Text
Study

14

Torah Text
Study

21
Torah Text
Study

1

9

10

Taste of
Talmud
Zoom
Meeting

Prophets
Text Study
Zoom
Meeting

15

16

Prophets
Text Study
Zoom
Meeting

22

23

Prophets
Text Study
Zoom
Meeting

8

17

24

Fri

Sep
03/10/17/24

Sat

4
Shabbat Zoom
Service/ Psalms
Text Study

11
Shabbat Zoom
Service/Psalms
Text Study

Sep 4/11/25

5

Sep
7/14/21

12

Sep 9

Sep 14

18

Erev Rosh
Hashanah

25
Shabbat
Servicce/Psalms
Text Study

19

Rosh
Hashanah

Sep 18

26

Sep 19

Sep 20

27

28

Kol Nidrei

Yom Kippur

29

30

1

2

3

Sep 27

Sep 28

Prophets Text Study
Zoom Meeting 23p.m.
Shabbat Zoom
Service
7p.m./Psalms Text
Study Zoom
Meeting 11a.m.12p.m.
Torah Text Study
Zoom Meeting 56p.m.
Taste Of Talmud
Zoom Meeting 78p.m.
Torah Text Study
Zoom Meeting 56p.m.
Erev Rosh
Hashanah:
Mincha
7p.m./Erev 7:15
p.m.
Rosh Hashanah:
Morning Service
9 a.m./Tashlich:
Butler Memorial
Park 1 p.m.
2nd Day Of Rosh
Hashanah: Zoom
Text Study 10
a.m.
Kol Nidrei:
Mincha 6:45
p.m./ Erev 7p.m.

Yom Kippur:
Template © calendarlabs.com
Morning Service
9 a.m./Mincha
5:30p.m:/Closing
Service 6:15 p.m.

Please note all Zoom.us Shabbat Services and Cantor’s adult classes can be accessed by going on to the computer link provided:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9225675067?pwd=SHJIVDZ2SjJnaXF4SXE0K1lHTWJyZz09 Password: Abraham
Ben Vincent’s Torah/ Psalms Text study classes on zoom can be accessed by going on to the computer link povided:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7661806424
Again, all services and classes are subject to change due to Covid 19
concerns. We will keep you informed of any changes to be made.
Hope to see you online!

Please also join us for our continuing congregational discussion of Black Lives Matter every
other Wednesday July 1st, 15th and the 30th on our zoom
link. Discussions for August to be
Template © calendarlabs.com
announced. If anyone has a film, or a book, or a topic you would like to share that will help
shed light on the African-American experience, please feel free to suggest it and send your
ideas to Cantor Michal. Please email your suggestion to CongBnaiAbraham@Zoominternet.net And let us stand up and bring an end to racism and inequality.
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Yahrzeit

Max Garbuny
Abe Cohen

Elul Sep.
12
1
14
3

David Green
Dr. William A. Stone
Arnold Abes
Bertha Miller
Jefferson Selman
Samuel Radin
Leonard E. Baker
Isadore Cohen
Adelaide Solitrin

Elul Sep.
16
5
17
6
18
7
18
7
19
8
20
9
20
9
21
10
21
10

The Yahrzeits of the following beloved relatives will be observed in the weeks to come.
Their names will be read at Friday evening or Saturday morning services the week of the
date listed. Attendance at synagogue services and the recitation of Kaddish is always a
The following names will be read at services
most appropriate way to remember a loved one.
on Friday, September 4

The following names will be read at services
on Friday, July 3
Tamuz Jul.
Bernard Apple
11
3
Pearl Schwartz
11
3
Bernard Max Baron
12
4
Alyce Friedman
13
5
Dorothy Rosenberg
16
8
Ben Brown
16
8
S/Sgt. Harold Touber
17
9
Mata Jaffe
17
9
The following names will be read at services
on Friday, July 10.
Tamuz Jul.
Dr. Irv Klein
18 10
Irene Lipsky
18 10
Annie Israel
19 11
Meyer Metzger
21 13
Dr. Al Abbatiello
22 14
Leon Bernard Cohen
23 15
Helene “Linnie” Kornfelt
23 15
Perla Mintz
24 16
Sr. Joseph Pass
24 16
Ann Sarkin
24 16
The following names will be read at services
on Friday, July 17.
Tamuz Jul.
Esther Berland Schrieberg
25
17
Joseph Porges
25
17
Harry A. Blank
25
17
Anita Shirley Hoffman
27
19
Sylvia Goodman Baron
27
19
Nathan Daly
28
20
Mary S. Simon
29
21
Edith Blank
29
21
Av
Jul.
Barbara Graziano
1
22
Molly Segall
2
23
Gerald Goodman
2
23
Sidney Klein
2
23
Maurice Silverman
2
23
The following names will be read at services
on Friday, July 24.
Av Jul.
Gustie Olbum
4
25
Milton Langsner
4
25
Rose Goldfine
5
26
Fanny Moskowitz
5
26
Edie Mintz
7
28
Lawrence Grossman
8
29
The following names will be read at services
on Friday, July 31.
Av Jul.
Sarah Turon
10 31
Lila Goldberg
10 31
Av Aug.
Max Ziesel
11
1
Leonard Leefer
12
2
Bessie Nast
13
3
Hannah Olbum
13
3
Sam Hoffman
13
3
Fred Rothman
14
4
Temma Horwitz
15
5

Av Aug.
15
5
15
5
16
6
16
6

Harold Amber
William Jolley
Virginia Levey
Joseph Nordenberg

The following names will be read at services on
Friday, August 7.
Av Aug.
Celma Abes
17
7
Harold “Heshy” Mintz
17
7
Leah Miller
18
8
Fanny Glasser
18
8
Floyd Baslow
19
9
Dina Adelson
19
9
Eleanor J. Davis
19
9
Leonard Blatt
19
9
Blackwell K. Murchison
21
11
Joseph Rosenberg
22
12
The following names will be read at services on
Friday, August 14.
Av Aug.
Risha Siegel
24 14
Jennie Abes
25 15
Edward Levey
25 15
Jean Frishman Charna
26 16
Rabbie Theodore Sanders
26 16
Louis Kamen
27 17
Edward Offstein
28 18
David I. Kuhr
29 19
Minnie Mintz Moyses
29 19
Sarah Moss Kovitz
29 19
Florence Feldgoise
30 20
Tillie Shevrin
30 20
The following names will be read at services on
Friday, August 21.
Elul Aug.
Ethel Maglin Friedman
2 22
Adeline Schor
2 22
Bessie Horewitz
2 22
Joseph Katzenell
2 22
Esther Kranick
4 24
Nathan Zeefe
5 25
Rachel Lurie
5 25
Ruth Bennett Mandel
5 25
Max Sarkin
5 25
Adam Levy
6 26
Susan Horwitz
7 27
Annette Uran
7 27
The following names will be read at services on
Friday, August 28.
Elul Aug.
Abraham Rosenberg
8
28
Helen Brier
8
28
Minnie H. Miller
8
28
Ethel Shower
9
29
Bernard Mintz
10 30
Libbie Adelson
10 30
LaRose Black
10 30
Christopher Wilt
10 30
Ruth Weinberg
11 31
Elul Sep.
12
1

Rebecca Marcus
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The following names will be read at services
on Friday, September 11.
Elul Sep.
Robert Phillip Nast
22 11
William Frank
23 12
Edward Blistein
23 12
Alex Horwitz
23 12
Mollie Nordenberg
24 13
Herb Schwartz
24 13
Jack Glasser
25 14
Alfred A. Cohen
25 14
Robert Simonoff
26 15
Jerome C. Roth
27 16
Sarah Krause
27 16
Michael Arthur Cohn
28 17
The following names will be read at services
on Friday, September 18.
Elul Sep.
Paula Abes
29 18
Jacquelin Dezen
29 18
Jack H. Goldstone
29 18
Tishrei Sep.
Philip Weiner
1
19
Rebecca Zaritsky
2
20
Leah Feldstein
2
20
Stella Cohen
2
20
Dora Grossman
2
20
Haskell Rosenblum
3
21
Frank Devin
3
21
Esther Leah Silverman
4
22
Earl Israel
4
22
Carl Teaman
4
22
Helen Grass
5
23
The following names will be read at services
on Friday, September 25.
Tishrei Sep.
Phyllis Spokane
8
26
Bernie Levin
9
27
Hyman Louis Abes
10 28
Marian Album Itkin
10 28
Lois Kuhr
10 28
Dr. Robert A. Brown
12 30
Tishrei Oct.
Harry Weiss
13
1
Jeanette Feldstein
13
1
Melvin Feldman
13
1

Anniversaries

Birthdays
Esther Miller
Buddy Leventhal
Robin Jewart
Carol Bitter
Ella Brown
LeMoyne Miller
Erin & Dan Wilkinson
Joyce Gendler
Shirley Grossman
Beth Campbell
Ethan Gallagher
Howard Goldstein
Ali Brown
Laurie Bloomberg
Emily Csonka
Michael Mullins
Minnie Offstein
Stuart Leventhal

7/21
7/26
7/29
7/31
7/31
8/1
8/1
8/3
8/4
8/8
8/10
8/11
8/19
8/21
8/21
8/28
9/13
9/26

On Life!

Murray & Barbara Cohn
Carol & Rick Bitter
Lori & Tom Doerr
Gary & Robin Jewart

7/5
8/22
9/5
9/19

CLASSES AT B’NAI

Adult Education Class:
The Prophets- Text Study Class is held every Thursday Afternoon @ 2 p.m.-3 p.m. via zoom.us. Use the link
listed here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9225675067?pwd=SHJIVDZ2SjJnaXF4SXE0K1lHTWJyZz09 Password:
Abraham Please come join us in an always lively discussion on the ancient Prophets of the Bible. Presently,
we are studying the book of Judges.
No need to by a text, just bring your own Tanakh, or borrow one from our Shul’s library.

Taste of Talmud: Intro to the Talmud class is held every second Wednesday of the month from 7-8p.m. On

zoom.us. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9225675067?pwd=SHJIVDZ2SjJnaXF4SXE0K1lHTWJyZz09 Password:
Abraham We are using “A Taste Of Text” from Berman House. We have used it for months now, and like it
very much. The subject matter is very approachable and stimulates great conversations! The class is ongoing,
but we would welcome new members at any time. Eric Levin has said, “If congregants knew how enjoyable
this is, they’d all be here! Well-what are you waiting for?

Torah Study: Come study with Ben Vincent as he leads a lively study group that explores the

Torah to find applications of its timeless lessons for modern day life. Monday’s 5 p.m.-6 p.m. on zoom.us. Use
the link listed here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7661806424

The Psalms: Text Study Ben Vincent has begun a new class exploring the Kethuvim (The Writings) of
The Tanakh, starting with the Book Of Psalms. We will discuss the history, the meanings, the biblical poetry and the importance of the book of Psalms, i.e., its timeless lessons and personal connections that
Jews have had with the songs of King David. Come join us and discover what connection you may have
with these songs that has captured the hearts of generations. Friday’s 11 a.m.-12 p.m. Use link above.
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Brunie Bilowich

Refuah Sh’leima
This list is updated for each bulletin to include only those
people whom we know are still in need of healing.
Please call the synagogue with the names of those whom
you would like added to this list.

Barbara Cohn
Angelique Faith Conrad
Herb Klinger
Arlene Windenhofer
Philip Miller
Muriel Grossman
Bill Hewko
Elisha Graham
Frank Kennedy
Bonnie Kennedy
Debbie Schroth
Hendricks Family
Otterman Family
Arlene Family
Murry Cohn
Beege (Bill) Bonner
Dale Zellefrow
Scott Levin
Keith Knox
Patrick Rape
Jordan Levin

Mi-she-bei-rach a-vo-tei nu
M’kor ha-bra-cha l’i-mo-tei-nu
May the source of strength
Who blessing the ones before us
Help us find the courage
To make our lives a blessing
And let us say, Amen
Mi-she-bei-rach i-mo-tei-nu
M’kor ha-bra-cha l’a-vo-tei-nu
Bless those in need of healing
With r’fu-a sh’lei-ma
The renewal of body
The renewal of spirit
And let us say, Amen.

“Comfort ye, comfort ye, My people Saith your G*d.
For the Lord hath comforted his people; He hath redeemed Jerusalem.”

Isaiah 40:1

YAHRZEIT MEMORIAL PLAQUES

TREE OF LIFE LEAVES

Please Note:
At the cemetery entrance there are now pots of white stones to mark the Headstone(s) of the grave(s) you visit.

Yahrzeit plaques for the Memorial Tablets can be purchased to honor our loved ones who have passed
away. The cost is $150.00 and can be purchased by contacting Shirley Grossman at (724) 287-1544. Checks for all of the
above are to be made out to B’NAI ABRAHAM MEMORIAL FUND and sent to Shirley Grossman, 203 Beech Road,
Butler, PA 16001.
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MAY

3

Please come and help celebrate the Bat-Mitzvah of
Mrs. Shirley Grossman
August 8th 2020 @ 9:00 a.m.
Service will be held outdoors in the B’nai Abraham backyard.
(note: Shirley has requested that if you what to honor her with a
gift on this special occasion, she asks that you make a donation to
the Congregation).

Please join us for our
Annual Congregational ZoomMeeting.
Aug 2nd, 2020 @ 10 a.m. On
zoom.us (Please use the link for
the Friday night services).

Please stay tuned for updates on the
day and time for the Confirmation of
Jonah Doerr & Josh Miller.
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Come share any thoughts, ideas, or
concerns you may have for the year
to come and help vote on important
matters that will help shape the future of of our beloved Shul.

High Holy Days
Congregation B’nai Abraham 2020/5781
Erev Rosh Hashanah
Mincha
Erev (Evening)
Oneg from home

Friday, Sept. 18
7:00 p
7:15 p *

Rosh Hashanah
Saturday, Sept. 19
Morning Service
9a
Tashlich Service, Butler Memorial Park
1p
(We will be observing social distancing and mask must be worn)
Rosh Hashanah, Second Day
Zoom Text Study

Sunday, Sept. 20
10a

Cemetery Service
Sunday, Sept. 20
B’nai Abraham Cemetery
11a
( We will be observing social distancing and masks must be worn)
Kol Nidrei
Mincha
Erev

Sunday, Sept.27

Yom Kippur
Monday, Sept. 28
Morning Service
Mincha
Closing Service
Shofar Blowing
Break-the-Fast at home to follow.

6:45p*
7:00p *
9a
5:30p
6:15p
7:30p

Erev Sukkot
Friday, Oct. 2
Erev
Kiddish & Oneg in Sukkah

7:00p
To follow service

Erev Sh’mini Atzeret/ Butler Simchat Torah
Friday, Oct. 9
Erev

7:00p

* Please note at this writing, we are planning to hold High Holy Day services on zoom.us however, we will keep
you posted if there is a change from our zoom.us internet meeting to in person services. You can access our
High Holy Day Services by going our normal link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9225675067?pwd=SHJIVDZ2SjJnaXF4SXE0K1lHTWJyZz09 Password:
Abraham
20

Thank You For Your Contributions!

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Herman & Joan Leventhal

Religious School
Alvin Leventhal

In appreciation for the Cantor’s comments
and little sermons.

In honor of Herb & Sara Grossman for
keeping me laughing!

Kathleen Bell
Torah Restoration/Maintenance Fund
David & Karen Bergman
In loving memory of Brother,
Franklin J. Abes

General Fund
Chuck Lynn
Yahrzeit Fund

Alfredo Zacroisky

Alan & Patricia Offstein
In loving Memory of Father,
Al Oﬀstein
Alvin Leventhal
In loving memory of Mother,
Esther Leventhal & Brother, Floyd Leventhal
Al Liebling
In loving memory of Mother,
Dorothy Liebling
Joseph & Diane Gezelter
In loving memory of
Jeanne K. Krause & Maurice Krause

We are pleased to announce the donation of the following
books to our library:
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Dear Friends,
It’s that time of year again. We will be taking names for the New Year’s Greeting, Book of
Remembrance for our Yom Kippur services, and Yizkor Service donations for the Flower Fund for
Glowers that beautify our High Holy Day Bima. We ask for your co-operation in having all the forms
below returned to the synagogue ofGice no later than Friday, September 4th. Please make checks
payable to Congregation B’nai Abraham and send to: 519 N. Main Street, Butler, PA 16001.
__________Enclosed is my/our $5.00 – please include me/us in your New Year Greeting.
Name as you want it listed in the New Years Greeting ______________________________________________

Book of Remembrance
2020/5781

Please enclose your contribution of a minimum of $5.00 per name. Make checks payable to Congregation
B’nai Abraham and send to: 519 N. Main Street, Butler, PA 16001
YIZKOR BOOK FORM
Names to be Remembered:
Remembered by:
________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Check here if it is to be exactly as last year: _____________
This list was prepared by: ________________________________________Phone____________________________
A contribution in the amount of $______________________is enclosed.

Please note:
*The deadline is Friday, September 4. If more space is needed, please include names on a separate sheet
of paper. You will make the work of those assembling the Book of Remembrance easier by sending your listing as early as possible. IMPORTANT: additions or deletions will be made per your written request
only. No changes will be made unless we receive your request to do so.

Flower Fund
2020/5781

The Flower Fund beautiGies the Bima for our High Holy Days. It is a meaningful remembrance for your loved one(s). If
you wish to make a contribution of a minimum donation of $15.00, please Gill out the following:
Name of donor: ___________________________________________________Phone: ____________________________________________
In memory of: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In honor of: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
To be announced on:
Rosh Hashanah_____________
Yom Kippur_______________
*The absolute deadline for orders for the High Holy Days is: Friday, September 4th.
Best wishes for a good year!
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Congregation B’nai Abraham
519 N. Main Street
Butler, PA 16001
(724) 287-5806
CongBnaiAbraham@zoominternet.net
www.CongBnaiAbraham.org

Eric Levin, President
Cantor Michal Gray-Schaffer, Spiritual Leader

PLEASE USE THIS FORM TO MAIL IN YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
Date ____________

Yahrzeit Fund

B’nai Abraham Cemetery Fund

Library

Religious School

Arnovitz Handicap Access Fund

____ In Memory Of
____ In Honor Of

General Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Torah Restoration/Maintenance Fund

____ For Recovery Of
____ In Appreciation Of

____ Other

I am enclosing $ _________
Donation for: ___________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Your Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Your Address: __________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________________
Phone No. ______________________
E-Mail Address: _________________________________________________________________
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